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November 29, 2021 
 
 
University of California Regents 
Office of the Secretary and Chief of Staff to the Regents 
1111 Franklin St., 12th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94607 
 
Dear Regents,  
 
On behalf of the over 11,000 architects and design professionals who are members of the American 
Institution of Architects California, including our colleagues at AIA Santa Barbara, I am writing to 
you to express our strong opposition to the Munger Residence Hall proposal.  
 
We firmly support and echo the voices of the eight former Campus Architects who have also 
advocated for reconsideration of this proposal. Collectively, they have firsthand knowledge of the 
intricacies and nuances of working within the University system and carefully articulated the many 
reasons this project will have a detrimental impact on the students, campus, and community of 
Santa Barbara. 
 
We all recognize housing availability and affordability is one of the significant issues facing our state 
and we understand the pressures the University is facing in sheltering its students, but this proposed 
project is not the answer. As a profession, architects work collaboratively with clients to solve 
problems and meet their objectives. And while we recognize this project is a response to a significant 
housing shortage on the campus, we are concerned the density and configuration of the plan creates 
a social experiment that will have considerable and lasting impacts on students. The notion of 
creating public spaces void of natural light and ventilation further calls into question the University’s 
commitment to the health, safety and welfare of students who would inhabit these extremely close 
quarters.  
 
Heavily reliant on mechanical systems to artificially create a habitable environment also is in strong 
contrast to The University of California’s Carbon Neutrality Initiative which calls for bold steps to 
expand the system’s energy efficiency efforts. In the past, UCSB has been widely recognized for its 
support for innovative design solutions that respect the interface between the natural and built 
environment; this proposed project is contrary to these ideals. 
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The University of California system has a long history of strategically planning for growth while 
creating positive and impactful learning environments. We recognize the power of design to have a 
considerable and lasting influence on the campus and cannot emphasize strongly enough this 
project would have a detrimental effect not only on students, but to the urban fabric of the 
community that is a hallmark of the University setting. We sincerely encourage you to reconsider this 
project and on behalf of the architectural profession in California, we stand ready to be of assistance 
as you consider alternatives. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brett Dougherty, AIA 
President 
 
 
Cc:  Michael Drake, President, UCOP 


