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IEBC Work Area Method

IEBC Performance Method

IEBC Prescriptive Method

IBC General

AMMR Alternate materials/methods requests

Other Codes

Zero applicability, none Low applicability; rarely Moderate; Sometimes Strong, often Highest; Critical
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Egress: halls/corridors; lobbies

Elevators

Accessibility

Passive Fire Resistance (occupancy separation; stair enclosures; etc.)

Active Fire Protection: Fire Sprinklers; Fire Alarm

Energy Conservation

Structural upgrade/retrofit

Mechanical/Electrical/Plumbing

Code analysis and permit processing

Pre-Development Feasibility Analysis / Jurisdictional meeting

Zero applicability, none Low applicability; rarely Moderate; Sometimes Strong, often Highest; Critical

Percentage of Respondents:







Estimate the importance of the listed issues 
for feasibility of commercial to housing 
conversions.

(On a scale 7 to 0, with 7 meaning the most 
applicable and 0 not applicable)
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Availability of Code Analysis Templates

Partial conversions: part office, part housing

Partial fire sprinklers

Fire control room size or location

Fire sprinkler water requirements

Facade changes for windows, intake, exhaust

Facade changes for energy retrofit

Elevators

Existing stairs and stair enclosures

Plumbing: Potential use of single stack waste/vent
system

Addition area at roof level for amenities

+30 ft Long narrow residential unit design

Zero applicability, none Low applicability; rarely Moderate; Sometimes Strong, often Highest; Critical
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Exit termination; lobbies

Fire escapes

Occupancy fire separations

Occupancy acoustic separations

Places of refuge

Corridor or hallway systems

Lateral or wind structural upgrades

Foundation structural upgrades

Gravity system structural upgrades

Utility connections or capacity

Historic requirements

Accessibility requirements

Zero applicability, none Low applicability; rarely Moderate; Sometimes Strong, often Highest; Critical
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Building Code Issues

Construction Cost

Existing Building Value/Cost

Site Physical Constraints

Planning Approvals

Market Constraints

Affordable housing constraints

Partial conversion constraints

Building floor plate geometry constraints

Building Facade constraints

Building Structural Constraints

Financing Constraints

Utility Constraints

Zero applicability, none Low applicability; rarely Moderate; Sometimes Strong, often Highest; Critical
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