
August XX, 2026

The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Governor, State of California
California State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

Regarding: AB 306 (Schultz, Hadwick, Wicks) – Request for Signature

Dear Governor Newsom:

On behalf of [ORGANIZATION/INDIVIDUAL], [we/I are/am] pleased to support AB 306, which addresses a longstanding gap in California’s building code framework: the lack of a clear and effective statewide process to resolve code-related issues of broad significance.

California’s 540 local jurisdictions independently interpret and amend state building standards, often resulting in inconsistent code application, avoidable delays, and higher project costs. In practice, a design solution approved in one jurisdiction may be rejected in another, creating uncertainty for project teams, discouraging innovation, and making it more difficult to deliver housing and other critical projects efficiently across the state.

AB 306 establishes a more workable process for resolving building code issues with statewide implications while preserving local authority over matters appropriately addressed at the local level. Specifically, the bill:

1. Allows appeals on matters of statewide significance, with relief from local appeals exhaustion in limited circumstances;
1. Allows requests for code interpretations;
1. Allows for state level review of alternative means and methods in specified cases, without establishing precedent. 
1. Preserves local appeals for matters that do not rise to the level of statewide significance; and
1. Promotes a more transparent, efficient, and consistent process for resolving issues that affect housing delivery, with outcomes publicly available online.

These reforms would help reduce unnecessary barriers to housing and economic development, improve consistency in code application, encourage innovation, and support more predictable project delivery statewide.

AB 306 does not alter existing law on recovering costs associated with the state appeals process. While implementing the expanded process may involve initial administrative costs, existing Health and Safety Code Section 18949 requires the California Building Standards Commission to establish an appeals fee schedule sufficient to cover the costs of administering and hearing those appeals. AB 306 leaves this cost-recovery requirement unchanged. As a result, appellants utilizing the process are responsible for fees designed to cover the costs associated with their appeals, rather than imposing ongoing costs on the state.

AB 306 is modeled in part on existing, successful statewide code appeals processes used by agencies such as the Office of the State Fire Marshal and the Division of the State Architect. The bill strikes an appropriate balance by maintaining local control while creating a fair, efficient, and transparent mechanism for addressing issues that are of statewide significance.  It received unanimous support from both houses of the legislature.

For these reasons, [ORGANIZATION/I] respectfully urges your signature on AB 306.

Sincerely,
[NAME]
[TITLE]
[ORGANIZATION]

